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SR - 12. Be that
as it may, it is in-
disputable that the
triple test/conditions
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plied by the State
before reserving
seats in the local
bodies for OBCs has
not been done so far.
To wit, (1) to set up
a dedicated Com-
mission to conduct
contemporaneous
rigorous  empirical
inquiry into the na-
ture and implications
of the backwardness
quantity in local bod-
ies, within the State;
(2) to specify the
proportion of reser-
vation required to
be provisioned local
body wise in light of
recommendations
of the Commission,
so as not to fall foul
of overbreadth; and
(3) in any case such
reservation shall not
exceed  aggregate
of 50 per cent of the
total seats reserved
in favour of SCs/STs/
OBCs taken together.
In a given local body,
the space for provid-
ing such reservation
in favour of OBCs
may be available at
the time of issuing
election programme
(notifications). How-
ever, that could be
notified only upon
fulfilling the afore-
mentioned precondi-
tions. Admittedly, the
first step of establish-
ing dedicated Com-
mission to undertake
rigorous  empirical
inquiry itself remains
a mirage. To put it

differently, it will not
be open to respon-
dents to justify the
reservation for OBCs
without fulfilling the
triple test, referred to
above.
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